
 
 

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution is looking for one Tanzanian journalist and one 

Tanzanian photographer to communicate personal stories of the impact of drowning 

on fishing communities on and around Lake Victoria, Tanzania. This work will be 

undertaken in early April 2022.  

Drowning is a silent epidemic that claims an estimated 235,000 lives every year, and Sub-

Saharan Africa has some of the highest rates of fatal drowning in the world. Small-scale 

fishermen on the Tanzanian shores of Lake Victoria are particularly at risk from drowning. Yet, 

the realities and challenges faced by these fishermen and their communities are not well-

known.  

This project will amplify the voices and concerns of those most affected by drowning on Lake 

Victoria through carefully conducted interviews and professional photography.  

 

About the Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution is a non-governmental organisation based in the UK 

and Ireland. The organisation’s volunteer lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved over 

142,700 lives since 1824. Internationally, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution works to make 

drowning prevention a higher priority and supports partners around the world to develop 

solutions to save more lives. In 2021, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution helped to secure 

the landmark UN Resolution on Global Drowning Prevention, and currently works with like-

minded organisations in Bangladesh and Tanzania. 

 

About the Environmental Management and Economic Development Organisation  

The Environmental Management and Economic Development Organisation (EMEDO) is a 

non-governmental organization based in Mwanza, Tanzania. The organisation works with and 

for fishers and fish workers to improve their livelihoods through capacity strengthening in areas 

of environment and natural resources governance as well as gender and women 

empowerment. 

 

Background to the project  

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution is working with the Environmental Management and 

Economic Development Organisation to improve safety among small-scale fishing 

communities on Lake Victoria.  

As part of this programme of work – which includes research and development of practical 

interventions to prevent drowning – the Royal National Lifeboat Institution wants to gather 

interviews and photographs which can be used across its communications channels to engage 

supporters based primarily in the UK and Ireland.  

For examples of previous assets produced from interviews and photography conducted as 

part of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s work in Bangladesh, please refer to the 

Appendix at the end of this document. 

https://rnli.org/
https://rnli.org/news-and-media/2021/april/29/un-adopts-historic-first-resolution-on-global-drowning-prevention


Journalist Profile  

• Experienced in telling human-interest stories in Tanzania, with an interest in social 

change 

• Willing to travel to Mwanza to complete the work over a period of 4-6 days (including 

travel to several islands by boat) 

• Able to conduct 5-6 sensitive interviews with members of fishing communities in 

Kiswahili (each interview will be up to 2 hours long) 

• Able to provide full audio recordings and accompanying notes for each interview (there 

is no need to translate these into English as this will be completed separately) 

Photographer Profile  

• Experienced shooting in Tanzania, with an interest in social change 

• Able to produce c. 200 high resolution professional photographs which portray the 

personalities of the case study contributors and imagery of key themes such as: 

(a) daily life by the lakeside  

(b) detailed imagery of the different types of boats used by small-scale fishermen 

(c) imagery of different types of boats working on the water 

 

*Ability to shoot b-roll video footage of the above themes is a bonus 

 

Other considerations 

The case study contributors will be identified in advance of the trip by staff at the 

Environmental Management and Economic Development Organisation (EMEDO). You will 

be given preparatory reading based on a final content brief in advance of the trip and will be 

required to participate in a pre-trip briefing in Mwanza.  EMEDO and an RNLI staff member 

will organise your travel and accommodation once in Mwanza and accompany you to visit 

specified communities on the trip itself.  

This project will involve people sharing very personal, sensitive stories which often involve 

traumatic circumstances and difficult, strong emotions. Maintaining confidentiality is of the 

utmost importance in this project, and a process of informed consent will be facilitated by 

EMEDO. Successful candidates will need to be available for virtual conversations with the 

RNLI in advance of the trip.  

The trip will occur over a maximum of six days between Friday 1 – Saturday 9 April 2022.  

The exact dates will be confirmed in due course.  

 

How to register your interest 

If you are interested in completing this work, please share the following:  

• examples of your prior work 

• your indicative rates 

• specifications for any technical equipment that you will use (audio recorders, 

cameras for photographs and video footage)  

• your availability to complete the work 

Please don’t hesitate to get in contact with any further questions. Thank you in advance for 

your interest in this opportunity. Contact: james_bonney@rnli.org.uk 

mailto:james_bonney@rnli.org.uk


Appendix. 

RNLI Web Articles: ‘Women in Bangladesh lead the fight against childhood drowning 

epidemic’, ‘2021: Highlights of the year from your RNLI family’ 

 

Lifeboat Magazine Feature: 

 

 

https://rnli.org/news-and-media/2020/march/05/women-in-bangladesh-lead-the-fight-against-childhood-drowning-epidemic
https://rnli.org/news-and-media/2020/march/05/women-in-bangladesh-lead-the-fight-against-childhood-drowning-epidemic
https://rnli.org/magazine/magazine-featured-list/2021/december/highlights-of-the-year

